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& Inauguration of New Teacher Training College in Malawi

The Dowa Teacher Training College was inaugurated in Malawi on November
30,2012. The college was built through a unique public-private partnership
led by Planet Aid; the U.S. Department of Agriculture; the Malawi Ministry
of Education, Science and Technology; the local development organization,
DAPP Malawi; and other supporters. The new training facility satisfies an
urgent need for qualified educators and brings Malawi closer to meeting
the U.N. Millennial Development Goal of universal primary education.

Among the dignitaries present at the inauguration ceremony was Jeanine
Jackson, U.S. Ambassador to Malawi. In her speech Ambassador Jackson
stated that, “These colleges serve as a testament to the strong cooperation
and growing partnership between the United States and Malawi. They
reflect [our] shared commitment to quality education and the promise of
a prosperous future for Malawians.”

The Government of Malawi recognizes that the teacher training colleges
established by Planet Aid and DAPP Malawi are models of educational
development and thus signed an agreement to establish and operate a total
of six such teacher-training colleges nationwide by 2017.These colleges
will train 1,000 primary school teachers on an annual basis. The Dowa
TeacherTraining College is the third such college to be established—there
are also colleges at Chilangoma and Amalika. More than 850 students
have graduated from the three colleges, and close to 800 are currently in
training. A fourth college at Mzimba is well underway and is anticipated
to open in early 2013.

For more information about Planet Aid’s support of teacher training visit
Planetaid.org and type in “teacher training” in the search box.
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Happy student teachers smile in front of the beautiful new Dowa Teacher Training College.

@ Planet Aid at the 19th International AIDS Conference

In July 2012,Washington, DC hosted the 19* International AIDS Conference.

The theme of the conference was “Turning the Tide Together,” focusing on
mobilizing communities around the globe to bring an end to the AIDS
epidemic.

Planet Aid staff and volunteers came out in force at the conference to
speak with participants about prevention and to raise awareness about the
Total Control of the Epidemic (TCE) program. Wearing TCFE’s signature
red berets along with T-shirts emblazoned with the TCE logo, the Planet
Aid team greeted hundreds of attendees from dozens of countries and
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@ What's Happening in the Planet Aid Service Areas

It's been a busy six months at Planet Aid. Here is a select summary of
events from the 21 states we service. Kudos go out to all our employees
for their dedication and hard work. For more information about what’s
happening in our local offices, visit “Your Local Planet Aid” at Planetaid.
org.

New Jersey. Planet Aid lent a hand to the Hurricane Sandy response
effort. We coordinated with Clear Channel Communications and its local
radio station Z-100 to deliver supplies to communities that requested
them. We also separated out jackets and blankets for distribution should
they be needed.

Missouri. Planet Aid donated 8,400 pounds of clothes, coats and
blankets to the Care of Poor People’s (COPP) Fall Survival event. Held
annually, the Fall Survival event is an opportunity for the area’s homeless
to get hot food, personal hygiene products and clothes in preparation for
the upcoming winter. Many employees, friends and families of Planet Aid
also donated their time to help setup and run the event. This was not
the first time Planet Aid has supported the COPP. In spring 2012, Planet
Aid was presented with COPP’s Compassion Award, in recognition of the
volunteer hours and clothes it had provided to the organization.

Overall, our Kansas City office recently donated approximately 11,600
pounds of coats and blankets to charities that included COPP, Uplift, Inc.,
Spofford House, and Hope Faith Ministries.

Ohio. Planet Aid is working with the K&D Group—northeast Ohio’s
largest privately owned management and development firm—to help all
of their tenants go to “zero waste” by placing bins at all the company’s
facilities. K&D sent notices to their tenants asking them to help reduce
their waste volume by placing their unwanted clothes in Planet Aid’s bins.

Los Angeles. Planet Aid has partnered with the Los Angeles City Fire
Department to promote recycling of shoes and clothing. Bins are now
located at |5 firehouses throughout the city.

Pennsylvania. Planet Aid invited students from the Valley Christian
School, who are studying recycling and environmental stewardship, to
tour our warehouse and shipping facility.

Massachusetts. Planet Aid employees volunteered at the Hyde Park
Food Pantry where they packed and sorted groceries for local residents
before Thanksgiving.

The Los Angeles Fire Department now hosts Planet Aid bins at their stations.

Dellvermg supplles to Toms River, New Jersey in theaftermath of Hurrlcane Sandy.

& The Wide Wonderful World of Secondhcmd Clo’rhlng

Most people think that when they donate clothing to a charity in the
United States that it will be handed over to disadvantaged members of

handed out copies of the special AIDS-focused issue of the Planet Aid Post.
The action inspired a lively dialogue, with many of the attendees sharing
their own experiences about fighting HIV/AIDS. Before the conference
was done, more than 4,000 copies of the Post were distributed, delivering

a message of hope about controlling this epidemic once and for all.

the local community. The reality is often much different. As Pietra Rivoli
writes in The Travels of a T-Shirt in the Global Economy, “There are novi
near enough poor people in America to absorb the mountains of castoffs, |
even if they were given away.”

Indeed, the market for secondhand clothing in the United States is
relatively small and focused only on the highest quality items. Most people
are surprised to learn that U.S. charities sell only about 20 percent of their
clothing donations on the domestic market. What most people also don’t
know is that the remainder is packed up and shipped in bulk containers to
be sold in developing countries.

For more information about Planet Aid’s support of TCE and other HIV/
AIDS prevention and support programs visit Planetaid.org and type in

“AIDS” in the search box.
Sean Sinclair of Planet Aid speaks with participants at the start of the AIDS conference.

Beyond the U.S. borders, the used clothing scene is a noisy and colorful
affair. These markets often encompass large outdoor areas, with goods
carefully arranged on makeshift tables or hanging on strings from
ramshackle roofs. The spaces between tables are often tight and crowded,
with barkers calling out to customers to view their merchandise. Sellers
may offer a variety of goods or specialize in a particular type of clothing;
for example, women’s underwear, children’s T-shirts, men’s sport jackets,
or even fine lace draperies.

& Launch of the all new Planetaid.org

Planet Aid recently launched its redesigned website at Planetaid.org. The
site provides users with up-to-date information about our mission and
operations, including pages that explain why we have so many bins and
what happens to the clothing you donate. The site also contains a new
and easy way to get a tax receipt online for your clothing donations. You

can now also make a monetary donation to Planet Aid online. In the hustle and bustle of foreign used clothing markets you get a sense

of how important this industry is to the economy of a developing nation.
It not only makes it possible for people to clothe themselves, but it
also contributes to job growth. For example, research has shown that
in Kenya more than five million jobs were created by the secondhand
clothing industry.

While overhauling the entire site, we were careful to retain popular
functions from the previous version, such as the “Bin Finder;” which
allows users to locate a nearby Planet Aid bin in their neighborhood.

Finally, to help users better understand Planet Aid’s mission, a new
campaign was launched in conjunction with the unveiling of the new
website. The campaign utlizes the acronym DROP to simplify the four
dimensions of our mission: Donate, Recycle, Our Earth and People.

To read more about the world of secondhand clothing visit Planetaid.org
and click on “Our Work.” ™)
A mother in Beira, Mozambique shops for shoes in the secondhand clothing market.
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Planet Aid Crossword

(for answers visit Planetaid.org and click on “Planet Aid Post”)

Across

|.The new Teacher Training College in Malawi is called?

4. Process of integrating trees among agricultural crops? L

8. We inhale oxygen.What do we exhale? 4 5 6

9. Farmers’ Clubs are active in Malawi, Mozambique and
what other country?

I 1. Human activities, primarily the burning of fossil fuels
and clearing of forests have caused?

| 3.What is the name of the 1997 international climate
treaty? 3

[ 4. Replanting process included in the Kyoto Protocol?

| 7. Planet Aid provides support to small farmers
through what development project?

11 12

I8.What do plants release into the air?

|9. For mariners, what is the sign of bad weather
approaching?

13

Down

2.Very mature forests?

3.Which organization published a survey regarding
global warming? 16

5. Climate program made up of a coalition of 10 17
Northeastern states?

6.What are the “green lungs of the Earth™?

7.Which Planet Aid service area is in partnership with
the local fire department?

19

10.Which organization produced the report,“Turn
Down the Heat™?

12.Which country has had 70 climate-related natural
disasters in the last 10 years?

I5. Signature attire for TCE program?

I6.In what country have Farmers’ Clubs increased
average production by 250%?

Like us on Facebook

&

www.facebook.com/Planet.Aid twitter.com/#!/planetaid

Follow us on Twitter

7 Planet Aid

For the Environment, For People

Planet Aid Headquarters
6730 Santa Barbara COUI’T, E|kridge, MD 21075 Request your free DROP bumper sticker at Planetaid.org just below the DROP.
410-796-1510 E

Planet Aid is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that recycles used D R 0 P l n ))
clothing and shoes. It is registered with the U.S. Agency for International

Development as a private voluntary organization (PVO). WWW. planetald .org

Support Planet Aid in fighting global warming by donating your unwanted clothing. You ||
can also make a direct monetary contribution (which will be used to support programs | |
such as Farmers’ Clubs) at Planetaid.org or by completing this form and mailing it to: |

Planet Aid, 6730 Santa Barbara Court, Elkridge, Maryland 21075 |
(Make checks payable to Planet Aid - all donations are tax deductible.) |

NAME: |
|| ADDRESs: |
| prHoNE: (home) (cell) |
: EMAIL: :

AMOUNT: __ ($35) ___ (S50) ___ ($100) ___ ($250) ____ ($500) ___ (S1000) ____(other) |




